Tips for Getting the Most Out of A Museum Visit 

Visiting a museum or cultural attraction while on vacation is not only an enriching experience, it also can be one of the most memorable parts of a trip. Fitting everything in can be a challenge, but with a little planning, sightseeing can easily include taking in a bit of culture. Anchorage Museum Director of Hospitality and Visitor Experience Kerry McCourt offers these recommendations for time-crunched travelers:
 
· Do some research ahead of time. Find out what types of exhibitions are on view at the museum or cultural institution you’ll be visiting and try to focus on one or two that interest you most, especially if your vacation schedule is tight. A good place to start your research is the museum’s website.
 
· Choose a cultural attraction that offers something for everyone in your group. Look for a venue that can give you a taste of the area’s culture as well as its history. Find a museum that showcases different collections representing the art and culture of the area you are visiting. If children are included in your group, check to see if the museum has a children’s gallery or exhibition.
 
· Take a tour.  A guided tour with a knowledgeable docent (volunteer tour guide) can bring a museum exhibition to life. Many museums also offer self-guided tour options as well as aids for vision or hearing-impaired visitors. Be sure to notify the museum ahead of time if anyone in your group needs special accommodations.
 
· Plan enough time to enjoy your visit. A good starting place is to call ahead and ask the minimum recommended visit time and what times/days are busiest. This can assist with planning for enough time to not feel rushed. Many museums also offer quiet spaces with seating and free WIFI. Make sure you set some time aside to relax, catch up on work or write a postcard to friends and family back home. 

· Make lunch part of your outing.  Exploring on an empty stomach is no fun, especially for kids. Many attractions have cafes that offer a variety of entrees and snacks.  Call ahead or check websites in advance to find out if the venue you’re planning to visit has a café, then consider complementing your visit with lunch.

· Take home a keepsake. Museum and cultural center stores are often terrific places to buy one-of-a-kind gifts, and they are some of the best places to purchase authentic crafts by local artists or Native artisans.



· Wear comfortable clothes/shoes. Don’t let aching feet interfere with your enjoyment. A vacation isn’t the time to wear new shoes that aren’t comfort-tested. Consider physical mobility, warmth and proper shoes for a long day on your feet. Some museums allow visitors to carry a small bag, but many require checking backpacks at the front desk or in luggage lockers.

Finally, advises McCourt, “Be sure to check out all the museum’s offerings during your visit in case you have time to extend visit stay or want to return. Like the Anchorage Museum, most major museums have extensive archives, a planetarium, free outdoor events and all-ages classes. Come in with a sense of wonder and excitement--expect to be wowed.”
















